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Ko mi je dr. Manja Kitek Kuzman u.d.i.a. prinesla na ogled rokopis mo-
nografije Les v sodobni slovenski arhitekturi »2000-2010«, se mi je oko
ustavilo Ze kar na prvem stavku: »Slovenija je sre¢na gozdna in lesna
dezela« (N. Torelli). Res osvezujoc¢ stavek in kakdna liubezen do lesa in
Slovenije, ki je znacilna za slovenske »gozdarje in lesarje«. Monografi-
ja je v prvem hipu pokazala, da je raba lesa interdisciplinarna tema,
ki zahteva sodelovanje strokovnjakov ve¢ profilov: gozdarjey, lesarjey,
biologoy, kemikov, gradbenikov, oblikovalcey, pa tudi strojnikov in eko-
nomistov. Skratka, vec kot dovolj razlogov, da knjiga »zapelje« ljudi raz-
licnih poklicev in izobrazbe.

Zgodba o lesu se zaéne v gozdu. In spomin mi nehote zaide v ¢ase ro-
sne mladosti, ko sem na poditnicah skupaj s starim atom »kmetoval«
po njegovem posestvu. Ure in ure smo preziveli na poljih Savinjske do-
line in v gozdovih na obrobju polj - stari ata, njegov konj Lisko, nem-
$ki ovéar Reks in jaz. Stari ata je imel dve veliki ljubezni: hmelj in gozd.
Z veliko ljubeznijo mi je razlagal, kako se obdeluje polje, posajeno s
hmeljem, @ nikoli se ni ob tem tako raznefil kot ob pohajanjih po goz-
du. Skoraj vsako drevo je poznal in za leta vnaprej je vedel, kdaj bo ka-
terega »dal gozdarju pocajhnat, da ga bo v pravem asu posekal in
nekje uporabil. Les pri njem nikoli ni bil za prodajo, vsak posek je bil ne-
¢emu namenjen. Vsako posekano drevo je imelo naslednika (ali dva),
da bo vedno dovolj lesa za vso druzino. Takrat vsega, kar mi je pove-
dal, nisem v celoti razumel, ¢util pa sem, da je gozd na kmetiji nekaj
posebnega. Danes pa bi njegove besede z lahkoto prevedel v stro-
kovni jezik. Prav zanimivo je, kako so brez velikih javnih razprav in opo-
zarjanj o klimatskih spremembah nasi dedje znali prisluhniti naravi in
sonaravno Ziveti. Le ke se je izgubila ta zdrava kmecka pamet?
Slovenija je izjemno bogata z gozdom in lesom. Zaradi svoje rastne
obnovljivosti, CO, nevtralnosti, neprekosljivo Cistega Zivljenjskega
cikla, 3iroke dosegljivosti - $e posebej v Sloveniji - in kot material z
vet uporabnostnimi cikli postaja les vse pomembnejse gradivo. Zal
je v Sloveniji $e vedno prevladujoca proizvodna funkcija gozdov in
(pre)velik del lesa izvozimo kot hlodovino. Ker les med rastjo dreve-
sa porablja CO, in ga zadrzuje $e ved let, bi morala previadati iz-
delava lesnih izdelkov, gradnja z uporabo lesa in izkoris¢anje lesa
pri pridobivanju energije. Monografija na dovrien nacin prikazuje
prav uporabo lesa v lesenih zgradbah.

Monografija nazorno prikaze prednosti in omejitve gradnje z lesom.
Masiven les lahko dandanes s sodobnimi tehnologijami in z uporabo
osnovnih inZenirskih principov predelamo v $tevilne lesne komporzite, ki
jim prilagodimo strukturo, presek in obliko glede na predvideno funkcijo
oziroma namen uporabe. Z izZlo¢evanjem in distribucijo napak lesa ter z
usmerjanjem in zgo$¢evanjem osnovnih lesnih gradnikov ter leplienjem
v poljubne proizvode lahko izboljsamo njihovo trdnost in zmanjsamo
variabilnost. Uporabimo lahko tudi drobnejso hlodovino, kvalitativni in
kvantitativni izkoristek surovine pa bistveno pove¢amo. Za konstrukcije
se predvsem uporabilja komporzitni les, ki lahko zaradi nekaterih odli¢-
nih lastnosti uspesno konkurira klasi¢nim gradbenim materialom kot so
jeklo, beton in opeka. Prednost konstrukcijskega kompozitnega lesa je
visoka nosilnost glede na tezo, dobra dimenzijska stabilnost in fleksibil-
nost v konstruiranju raznovrstnih oblik in ve¢jih dimentzij.

Monografija me je presenecala od strani do strani. Iziemne foto-
grafije, izvrsten opis, sobivanje lesa in drugih konstrukcijskih ele-
mentov v zelo razliénih objektih, energetska ucinkovitost stavb,
arhitekturna dovrienost in $e veliko detajlov, nad katerimi se je ar-
hitekturno nevzgojeno oko kemika bolj navduievalo, kot jih v celoti
dojemalo. Zato sem prepri¢an, da bo vsak, ki jo bo prebiral, nasel

nekaj za oko, razum in srce.

When Manja Kitek Kuzman, PhD, presented me with the manuscript for
the monograph Wood in Contemporary Slovenian Architecture “2000-
2010", the very first sentence captivated me: “Slovenia is a country
abounding in lush forests and plentiful wood” (Niko Torell). It is a refresh-
ing idea, reflecting the love for wood and Slovenia, typical of Sloveni-
an foresters and carpenters. Instantly, the monograph exposed the fact
that the use of wood is an interdisciplinary subject that requires cooper-
ation of different experts: foresters, carpenters, biologists, chemists, en-
gineers, designers as well as mechanical engineers and economists. In
short, this volume is going to “seduce” people of different professions
and education.

The story of wood begins in the forest. When | reminisce about my child-
hood | remember the holidays when my grandpa and | farmed his land.
We spent long hours on the fields of the Savinja Valley and in the forests
on their brinks — my grandpa, his horse Lisko, Reks the German shepherd
and I. My grandpa had two great passions: hop and forests. He would
affectionately illustrate how to till a field planted with hop; however, what
he loved even more was to stroll about the forests. He knew almost eve-
ry tree; he knew which tree to mark for the forester to fall; he knew exact-
ly when and where to use it. In his mind, wood was never for sale, each
fallen tree had a successor (or two), guaranteeing enough wood for the
entire family. At that time | did not understand everything he told me,
but | felt that the forest was a special place. Today, | could easily trans-
late his words into expert terminology. Interestingly enough, our forefa-
thers knew how to listen to nature and live sustainably without pompous
public discourses and climate change threats. Where has this common
sense disappeared?

Slovenia is extremely rich in forests and wood. This renewable, CO, neu-
tral material has a perfectly clean life cycle and is widely accessible,
especially in Slovenia; it has several cycles of use and is becoming an
increasingly important construction material. Sadly in Slovenia, the pre-
dominant function of forests is production. As a result, an important share
of wood is exported in the form of logs. During the growth of a tree,
wood uses CO, and sequestrates it for several years; what should there-
fore predominate is the production of wooden products, wood construc-
tion, and the use of wood for energy purposes. This volume beautifully
presents the use of wood in construction.

The work sheds light on the advantages and the limitations of wood
construction. Modern technology and the use of basic engineering prin-
ciples enable us to process solid wood into numerous wood compos-
ites; their structure, cross section, and shape can be adapted to fit the
particular function or the purpose of use. By eliminating wood defects,
directing and condensing basic wood elements, and by gluing them
into various products, we can improve their strength and reduce vari-
ability. Smaller logs may be used as well, thus increasing the qualitative
and quantitative use of the material. Engineered wood is used for con-
struction — some of its outstanding characteristics make it an excellent
alternative to steel, concrete, and bricks. The advantage of engineered
wood used for construction is its outstanding load capacity-to-weight ra-
tio, good dimensional stability and flexibility in the construction of various
shapes and large dimensions.

| was astounded by this monograph from one page to the next, aston-
ished by its outstanding photography, excellent descriptions, the coex-
istence of wood and other construction elements in very different struc-
tures, energy-efficient buildings, architectural mastery and numerous
details that excited the eye of an architecturally uneducated chemist, un-
able to grasp it entirely. This makes me certain that anyone who reads it

will find something for the eye, mind, and the heart.



